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Helpful Websites for Charter School Developers
Colorado League of Charter Schools

http://www.coloradoleague.org/
This site includes information about the League’s events and services, contact information for all the charter schools in the state, resources for startup and operating schools, job postings, and more. In addition, the “Links” page includes links to countless other educational websites: http://www.coloradoleague.org/links.html.
Colorado Department of Education

http://www.cde.state.co.us/index_charter.htm
This includes links to the Charter School Act, a Best Practices Guidebook, Charter School Start-Up/Operating Handbook, CDE Charter School Events, and much more.

Center for Education Reform

http://www.edreform.com
Founded in 1993 to translate ideas into action, the Center for Education Reform combines education policy with grassroots advocacy to work deep within the nation's communities to foster positive and bold education reforms. Today, this premiere national group serves as a full-service education reform engine working in over 40 states. This website provides a lot of data and research on the charter school movement across the country, including in Colorado.

US Charter Schools

http://www.uscharterschools.org/pub/uscs_docs/index.htm
This website, sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education, offers information on national statistics, parent information, and a variety of other resources for charter school developers and operators.

Thomas B. Fordham Foundation

http://www.edexcellence.net/foundation/global/index.cfm
The Thomas B. Fordham Foundation, based in Washington, D.C., supports research, publications, and action projects of national significance in elementary/secondary education reform. The Thomas B. Fordham Foundation believes that all children deserve a high quality K-12 education at the school of their choice. The Foundation strives to close America's vexing achievement gaps by raising standards, strengthening accountability, and expanding education options for parents and families.

Board Source

http://www.boardsource.org/
This national organization works to increase the effectiveness of nonprofit organizations by strengthening boards of directors through our highly acclaimed consulting practice, publications, tools, and membership program.

Mid-Continent Research for Education and Learning

http://www.mcrel.org/
Mid-continent Research for Education and Learning draws upon the best of more than 30 years of education research to create practical, user-friendly products that help educators create classrooms that provide all students with opportunities for success.
Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory 

http://www.nwrel.org/
NWREL works to make a difference in students' lives and those who support their learning. NWREL provides research-based products, technical assistance, and training to improve educational systems and learning. NWREL works directly with educators in the field to develop and test research-based publications and strategies that improve learners' results. 

National Staff Development Council

http://www.nsdc.org/index.cfm
The National Staff Development Council (NSDC) is a non-profit professional association committed to ensuring success for all students through staff development and school improvement. The Council views high quality staff development programs as essential to creating schools in which all students and staff members are learners who continually improve their performance. 

Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development

http://www.ascd.org
ASCD addresses all aspects of effective teaching and learning—such as professional development, educational leadership, and capacity building. ASCD offers broad, multiple perspectives—across all education professions—in reporting key policies and practices. Because ASCD represent all educators, we are able to focus solely on professional practice within the context of "Is it good for the children?" rather than what is reflective of a specific educator role. In short, ASCD reflects the conscience and content of education.

The Nation’s Report Card

http://nationsreportcard.gov/
The Nation’s Report Card informs the public about the academic achievement of elementary and secondary students in the United States. Report cards communicate the findings of the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), a continuing and nationally representative measure of achievement in various subjects over time. The Nation’s Report Card compares performance among states, urban districts, public and private schools, and student demographic groups.
For more links to useful websites, go to http://www.coloradoleague.org/links.html.

